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BOXWOOD HALL

MR. AND MRS. JAMES AND NELL FOWLER

;' 5215 SEWARD ROAD
~~~) MEADOWLAKE SUBDIVISION. . BRENTWOOD, TN 37027
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of the early 20th rentury. It is the only stone residence billt in this style in
the county outside of Franklin arrl one of the largest arrl unaltered. The d:her
fi.~ oominatro Neo-C]a.$i.cal or Colonial Revival design residences are of frame
or trick corlStruction. The house ~ys Colonial inf1.1.:EOCOO detailing in the
porch, doors, wirrlows arrl ct:her exterior details. The ho1.Ee has rot reen
significantly altered and retains its original appearance.

The p~rliest rouse on this s.te was a ca. 1850 s.ng1e story frame residence
ownErl by the Hayes family. In the ]ate 19th century Eliz aret:. , :Iayes married
Dr. William Martin, a ~e profeS9)r arrl they resided here at the turn of the
century. Arourrl 1910, the rouse was totally remodeled into a large two-stcl:y
store ~reer Colonial Revival ~dence. The original frame &.r"Ucture was
SUppa;edly incorporated into the present building. UfX)n oompletion the house
was one of the mcst prominent of its style in the oounty. In 1924, the ho1.Ee
was ro1d to Mrs. William Smartt arrl it was later the oome of A~J. Dyer. The
William Martin House remains one of the largest arrl mcst r)::)tab1e Colonial
Revival residences in the rounty arrl has rot been altered.

Acreage: 1.7 acres

UTM References: Oak Hill Quad,/16/S17440/3986660

Verb3l Boundary Description arrl Justifi.~tio~ The ooundary for the W111iam
Martin Ho1.Ee is illl5trated on accompanying Williarnron County tax map # 12-L,

-- lot 24. The oourrlarj includes the legal ooundary of the property and is
sufficient to protect the historical setting of the s.te.

Supplemental BihliCX:Jraphical References: Inteview, Mrs. Robert Fowler,
Novem~ 30, 1987.
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(; !\/: ..j:)\; !!/' .- TENNESSEE MULT1PLE PROPERTY FORM

~ Historic RffiOurces of Williarn.9:>n County

Historic Name: Martin, William, Ho~ (W M-805)
Common Name: Boxwcx:xJ Hall

C~~ncation: B tn1ding

Owner: James Fowler, 5215 Seward Rd, Brentwcx:xJ, TN 37027

Location: 5215 Seward Rd., Brentwood

Contributing: Non-Contributing:
Btn1dings 2 Btrildings 0
Structures 0 Structures 0
Sites 0 Sites 0

Total: 2 Total: 0

D esc:ri ptio n:

The Wllliam Martin HotEe is a two-S:oty stone ~neer residence which was
originally billt ca. 1850 but extensively altered into a Colonial Revival design
ca. 1910. On the main (east) facade is a one-story porch with ca. 1910 fluted

..::.. Dcric oolumns. The porch rests on a &.one slab floor. The main enatrance has
ca. 1910 multi-Jight g1a$ aoo frame doors with s.ngle-Jight s.deJights am
tranrom. Ow.r the doQr is a projecting dentilled oornice. Flanking the doors on
the main facade are French design, three-Jight s.delights with fra me lower
pane1s am added shutters. The windows are four-over-four S3.sh with original
shutters. On the roofline of the main facade are three hipped dormers with
modillion b1ocks arrl four-over-four S3.sh windows with shutters. The windows
ha ve stone .c:ills am Jinte1s.

On the oorth facade is a small. one-story porch with S:Juare frame pasts. At the
routh west oorner is a one-S:.oty sunrCX)m with four-over-four sash windows and
screened I;X)rch. The stone foundation has two-Jight casement windows. In the
gab1e .fields of the upper facade is slate, am the ea~ have mc:xilllion b1ocks.
The interior is organized in a central hall p1an with all details dating from the
ca. 1910 remodeling. According to the owner these inclooe architrave molding

.at the doors and ornate, Fe:1eral style fluted mantles. Interior pootography was
not ~b1e. To the rear of the oo~ is a ca.1910 one-S:.oty stone garage.

I

Period of Significance: ca. 1910

Area of Significance: Architecture

Criterion: C

Ardlitect/Builder: Unknown;
- Statement of Significance:

"

The Wj1]iam Martin Ho~ is a ootab1e example of a Colonial Revival Residence

,
..."

",:c,~



BOXWOOD HALL
The original Boxwood Hall was built in 1852 by Emily McGavock

Hayes and her husband Oliver Bliss Hayes on land given to her by
her father Lysander McGavock. That house burned white the couple
was on their honeymoon. Another house was built, which is
incorporated into this house. Elizabeth Hayes, daughter of the
builders, and her husband W.W. Martin built the present house of
hand-cut stone from a quarry located where the Brentwood Baptist
Church now stands. There are 10 fireplaces in the house and six
bedrooms. It is presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. James Fowler.

Brentwood Brochure

jF:;
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